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Saturday 31st July 2010 
 
We started our day by going to a café in Exmouth for breakfast. At the cafe I had a full 
English breakfast and we talked about the week ahead.  
 
After breakfast we headed home to get our bags as we had to meet at the train station in 
Exmouth at midday to get on a train to Exeter then changing to a train heading for 
Birmingham.  
 

When we got to Exmouth train 
station we found out that the 
11:55am train had been cancelled. 
Luckily the 12:24 train that we were 
getting was still running. We all 
headed to Exeter and Tom was on 
the train with his friend so we chatted 
to him and talked about how we 
wished he was coming to camp with 
us. We changed trains at Exeter St 
Davids for a train to Birmingham. We 
got in trouble from some cyclists 
because we put all our bags where 
they wanted to put their bikes but 
we’d been told to use the space by 
the train guard at Exeter. 

 
After a short wait at Birmingham New Street Station we changed onto our final train to 
Penrith and the Lake District. The train journey was very long so we played card games to 
while away the time. 
 
Upon arriving in Penrith Stu meet us with the minibus. While Stu and Esther went to collect a 
hire car we had time for a quick MacDonald’s before Stu took us to our campsite at 
Ennerdale Bridge, it took an hour to get there but we were singing in the bus so it went 
quickly. 
 
Iain had cooked us a superb dinner which we all enjoyed. After eating and pitching our tents 
we headed to bed after a long day travelling looking forward to the week ahead. 
 

  



Sunday 1st August 2010 
 
Today after travelling all day yesterday we headed to Derwent Water to spend the day on 
the lake including sailing, raft building and canoeing.  
 
Due to the weather we were unable to go sailing as there was no wind but there were still 
plenty of activities planned. We were split into two groups; one group went kayaking whilst 
the other went canoeing. Our instructor was called Luke and he then split our group into 
pairs which were Joe & Stu, me & Katie, James & Emily and Henry & Harry before getting 
onto the lake. 
 
Once on the lake we started to play polo, while playing that game I attempted to throw the 
ball to Stu but I ended falling into the lake taking Katie with me, it was very funny. The 
groups the swapped and it was our turn to go kayaking, this was good fun and I couldn’t stop 
laughing when Joe fell in! After doing these activities we had a spot of lunch by the lake and 
discussed our morning with the other group. 
 
As the weather wasn’t good 
for sailing (no wind) we went 
Dragon Boating, we were 
challenged to beat a time of 1 
minute 23 seconds for the 
course ahead. After some 
practicing we achieved a time 
of 1 minute 9 seconds before 
having a race against the 
other team. 
  
After Dragon Boating we then 
went raft building, our final 
activity of the day. Iain 
dominated the session by 
telling the instructor how to tie 
knots, specifically a clove hitch; this did win us the race though! We just stood back and 
watched as Max & Iain took over the building of our raft. Iain was tying ‘lorry driver hitches’ – 
what are they?!?!? 
 
We drove back to the campsite tired after the day’s activities to a hot shower and a dinner of 
fajitas which we all helped Esther cook. 
 
 

  



Monday 2nd August 2010 
 
The day started at 06:30 with breakfast; today we were split into two groups with my group 
going walking and the other group was going horse riding, we would then swap tomorrow. 
After about an hours drive we arrived at a farm where we met Mike who would be our guide 
for the day, the aim to walk up Scafell Pike, England’s highest mountain. 
 

We set off walking up the 
valley until we reached a 
point where the track split, 
there Mike gave us 2 
options; 1) a steep fast 
ascent or 2) a more 
gradual ascent. We would 
be walking both tracks as 
whichever we chose to go 
up we would come down 
the other one. We headed 
off to the left up the steep 
track.  The track got 
steeper but the views were 
amazing. After scrambling 
down and back up over 
some big rocks we finally 
made it to the top after 4 
hours and settled down for 

lunch watching the clouds roll in and then pass again. It was such a shame, we’d had 
amazing views all the way up but the 30mins we spent at the summit we couldn’t see a thing 
apart from clouds. 
 
After lunch we started our descent that seemed to go on forever, a total of about 8 hours 
later our walk was over with everyone feeling a great sense of achievement. We said our 
thanks and goodbyes to Mike and headed back to the campsite where the other group had a 
meal of bangers and mash waiting for us.  We sat by a camp fire for the evening and 
listened to Max and Martyn play their guitars before heading to bed. 
 
It was great to think we’d climbed the highest mountain in England, just a shame it had been 
clear all day except when we were at the top. 
 
 

  



Tuesday 3rd August 2010 
 
We all had a lie in this morning after yesterday climb which allowed us some recovery time.  
We woke up to a breakfast of bacon sandwiches before heading to the horse riding stables 
which was just down the road from the camp site. Unfortunately it was raining so it would be 
a wet ride. Upon arriving at the farm we got our waterproofs on before getting kitted out with 
helmets and being introduced to our horses, my horse was called Pedro. Max’s horse was 
called Carlos but had the nickname ‘Fartos’ that everyone found funny.  
 
Once we had mounted our 
horses we set off on our trek into 
the hills, we started off by walking 
and then trotting which was very 
bumpy but good fun. The trek 
lasted for about 2 hours and was 
great despite the varying weather 
of wind and rain followed by 
sunshine.  
 
After returning to the stables we 
dismounted and said our 
goodbyes and headed back to 
the campsite for a shower and to 
change out of our smelly horsey 
clothes. Then we headed to 
Cockermouth to do some 
shopping but first we had a lovely lunch in a cafe and then wandered around the town. After 
shopping in Sainsburys we headed back to camp to prepare dinner which was Bob’s curry 
and meet the group who had been walking. They were already waiting for us having 
achieved the walk up Scafell Pike in four and a half hours. An amazing time but they had 
awful weather so couldn’t stop and admire the view. 
 
Once dinner was out of the way and we had cleared up some of us went fishing with Max 
and I caught one with my bare hands! We then headed to bed after yet another great day. 
 
 

  



Wednesday 4th August 2010 
 
Today was our “lazy” day allowing us to recover from the past few days activities; having 
woken up without an alarm we had a cooked breakfast, cleared up and set off to Keswick for 
a wander around. Before leaving we were asked to pull a name from a hat for a ‘Secret 
Santa’ during our meal on Thursday and were each given £5 in order to purchase the item. 
 

In Keswick we were given a 
couple of hours to have a look 
round and buy our ‘Secret Santa’ 
presents, I found this harder than 
I thought it would be but 
managed to find a suitable gift. 
After our walk around and some 
lunch we headed to Honister 
Slate Mine for a tour that Stu had 
arranged called ‘The Edge’. This 
involved a bus trip up the hill and 
then a walk up with a lot of steps, 
upon entering the mine our guide 
explained about how the slate 
was extracted both historically 
and now in the present day. He 
also explained what made the 

slate so special and that it is on various famous buildings including Buckingham Palace.  
 
Upon completing the tour we all got back in the minibus and headed back into Keswick for 
fish and chips by the lake before going to the theatre to see a comedy farce called ‘What the 
Butler Saw’, I found it amusing. We left the theatre and headed back to site. 

 
Thursday 5th August 2010 
 
Today we had a full fry up for breakfast that was amazing, after that we went mountain 
biking on some bikes that had been delivered earlier in the morning. We cycled round the 
lake where we were staying during the morning.  
 
After lunch and watching Harry, Henry, 
Emily and Lewis playing in the mud, the 
group split up with some going with Max & 
Joe for a cycle to a nearby village and 
other heading to the river with Ben for a 
swim. I went for a swim in the river which 
was very refreshing even though it was 
freezing cold but was followed by a nice 
warm shower.  
 
We headed to St Bees for dinner, this was 
a small town on the coast and we had our 
own room in the pub for our meal. After 
ordering our food it was time for the 
‘Secret Santa’ presents that we had bought yesterday, Stu and Ben played the part of Santa. 
The gifts were very amusing with Bob being given a comb, hair products and some hair 
bands (he’s bald). A great time was had by all and after eating lots of food it was time to 
leave, once back at the campsite we had a fire to keep us warm before heading to bed. 



Friday 6th August 2010 
 
Today is our last full day and night on camp as tomorrow we have the long train journey 
home ahead. This morning we went Ghyll Scrambling, this involved walking down a stream 
(Ghyll). Upon arriving in what seemed to be the middle of nowhere we were met by Ian our 
guide for the morning, he explained all the kit we needed to put on (wet suit, cag, boots and 
harness, buoyancy aid) and we then started to get changed. Once ready it was yet another 
walk up a hill to the top of the stream where we were given a safety talk and some 
instructions on what to do, we then started our descent. 
 

The trip down the stream took 
us about 2 hours with lots of 
laughs and challenges on 
route, at the start Max kept 
falling over and grabbing hold 
of Bob making him fall over as 
well. At the start we climbed 
down over a few small rocks 
before then sitting down and 
sliding down natural slides in 
some deep pools. We then hit 
the major challenge a small 
waterfall, having been 
attached to a safety rope each 

person made their descent, we all made it. After this things started to level out and our 
journey was at an end so we got changed into some nice warm clothes and headed back to 
site for lunch and to warm up. 
 
After lunch we left Max’s group who were cooking a BBQ for dinner behind and headed to a 
waterfall called Aira Force which is near Ullswater, that was very scenic before stopping at 
Ambleside for an ice cream on the way back ready for our BBQ. Esther read us a poem 
about daffodils because it was written after someone saw all these daffolidils on the side of 
the lake. 
 
After dinner we sang with Max & Martyn playing the guitar before heading to bed ready to 
pack up and head home the following day. A great summer camp.  
 

  



Saturday 7th August 2010 
 
We woke up to yet more rain today so most of us just stayed in bed until quite late. We had 
planned to go swimming in the river but it was too horrible. We had a full fry up for breakfast 
then we packed up all our stuff ready to go. 
 
Stu drove us to Penrith about 
lunchtime and left us there so he 
could go back to camp to help pack 
everything in the bus to take home. 
We walked round Penrith for a while 
then all met up again to go for some 
food.  
 
We then walked to the train station to 
get the train at 5 o’clock. We had to 
change in Preston, Birmingham and 
Exeter on the way home. We got 
back into Exmouth at 11.30pm and all 
our parents were waiting on the train 
station. 
 
It was an excellent summer camp, but maybe a little too much rain and too many midges. 
 


